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Evening Concert Series                   2009-2010 Season 

 
 

 Sunday, November 22 

Helen M. Hosmer Hall 

3:00 PM 

Potsdam Community Chorus 
Jeffrey Francom, Conductor 

Nancy Hull, Piano 

Laura Toland, Organ 

 
An American Thanksgiving 

Featuring music from The Sacred Harp 
 
Final chorus from Dona nobis pacem (1936) Ralph Vaughan Williams 

(1872-1958) 
Nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, 

neither shall there be war any more. 

And none shall make them afraid, 

neither shall the sword go through the land. 

Mercy and truth are met together, 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring out of the earth, 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, I will go into them. 

Let all the nations be gathered together, 

and let the people be assembled; 

and let them hear, and say, it is the truth. 

And it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues. 

And they shall come and see my glory. 

And I will set a sign among them, 

and they shall declare my glory among the nations. 

For as the new heavens, and the new earth, 

which I will make, shall remain before me, 

so shall your seed and your name remain for ever. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

good-will toward men. 

 

Crane Singers 

Crane Symphony Orchestra  

In order to ensure a pleasant concert experience for both 

performers and audience, please refrain from: 

 

 Entering or leaving during the performance. 

 Bringing food or drink into the concert hall. 

 Taking flash photographs. 

 Using electronic devices (please remember to 

turn off your cellular phone, pagers and watches 

that chime on the hour). 

 

Children who are able to sit quietly during the 

performance are welcome to our concerts. 

 

Tape/video recording of performances is strictly 

prohibited without permission of the performers! 

 

Thank you! 



 
Jefferson (Sacred Harp  #148) From Tennessee Harmony, 1818 

 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God! 

He whose word can never be spoken 

formed thee for His own abode. 

Around her habitation hovering, 

see the cloud and fire appear, 

for a glory and a covering, 

showing that the Lord is near. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

who can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s wall surrounded, 

thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 
 
Granville (#547) Judy Hauff, 1986 

 
Remember, Lord, our mortal state; 

how frail our lives! how short the date! 

Where is the man that draws his breath, 

safe from disease, secure from death? 

 

Lord, while we see whole nations die, 

our flesh and sense repine and cry; 

must death for ever rage and reign? 

or hast Thou made mankind in vain? 

 
Soar Away (#455) A. M. Cagle, 1935 

 
I want a sober mind, 

an all-sustaining eye, 

to see my God above, 

and to the heavens fly. 

 

I want a Godly fear, 

a quick, discerning eye 

that looks to Thee, my God, 

and sees the tempter fly. 

 

I’d soar away above the sky, 

I’d fly, and fly, 

to see my God above.
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An American Thanksgiving Arr. by Carol Barnett,  2003 
 
Webster (#31b) Southern Harmony, 1835 

Come, we who love the Lord, 

and let our joys be known: 

Join in a song with sweet accord 

and thus surround the throne. 

 

Let those refuse to sing 

who never knew our God; 

but servants of the heav’nly King 

may speak their joys abroad. 

 

The God that rules on high, 

that all the earth surveys, 

that rides upon the stormy sky 

and calms the roaring sea. 

 
McKay (#433) S. M. Denson, 1908 

Jeff Lyons, Tenor 

 

O the transporting, rapturous scene 

that rises to my sight! 

Sweet fields arrayed in living green, 

and rivers of delight. 

 

There gen’rous fruits that never fail 

on trees immortal grow, 

there rocks and hills and brooks and vales 

with milk and honey flow. 

 
Ninety-Third Psalm (#31t) Lucius Chapin, 1812 

Jackie Petriello, Soprano & Robby Goodman, Tenor 

 

Grace! ‘Tis a charming sound, 

harmonious to the ear; 

heav’n with the echo shall resound, 

and all the earth shall hear. 

 

Grace first contrived the way 

to save rebellious man; 

and all the steps that grace display, 

which drew the wondrous plan. 

 

Grace taught my wandering feet 

to tread the heavenly road; 

and new supplies each hour I meet, 

while pressing on to God.

 

My Song in the Night (#125) American Folk Hymn 

 

O Jesus, my Savior, my song in the night, 

Come to us with Thy tender love, my soul’s delight, 

Unto Thee O Lord in affliction I call, 

My comfort by day and my song in the night. 

 

O why should I wander an alien from Thee, 

Or cry in the desert Thy face to see, 

My comfort and joy, my soul’s delight, 

O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night. 
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His Voice as the Sound Southern Harmony, 1835 

Alana DeStefano, Flute 

 

His voice as the sound of the dulcimer sweet, 

is heard through the shadows of death; 

the cedars of Lebanon bow at His feet, 

the air is perfumed with His breath. 

His lips as a fountain of righteousness flow, 

that waters the garden of grace, 

from which their salvation the Gentiles shall know, 

and bask in the smile of His face. 

 

Love sits in His eyelids and scatters delight, 

through all the bright regions on high, 

their faces the Cherubim veil in His sight, 

and tremble with fullness of joy. 

He looks, and ten thousands of angels rejoice, 

and myriads wait for His word, 

He speaks, and eternity filled with His voice, 

reechoes the praise of her Lord. 

 

My God, My Portion, and My Love Southern Harmony, 1835 

James Haertel, Flute 

 

My God, My Portion, and My Love, 

my everlasting all, 

I’ve none but thee in heav’n above, 

or on this earthly ball. 

 

What empty things are all the skies, 

and this inferior clod! 

There’s nothing here deserves my joys, 

there’s nothing like my God. 

 

In vain the bright, the burning sun, 

scatters his feeble light; 

‘tis thy sweet beams create my noon; 

if thou withdraw, ‘tis night. 

 

Let all that dwell above the sky, 

and air, and earth, and seas, 

conspire to lift Thy glories high 

and speak Thine endless praise. 

 

Grace all the work shall crown 

through everlasting days; 

It lays in heav’n the topmost stone, 

and well deserves our praise. 

 

 

Hebrew Children (#133) Arr. by William Duckworth, 2000 
 

Where are the Hebrew children? 

Safe in the promised land: 

Tho’ the furnace flamed around them, 

God while in their trouble found them; 

He with love and mercy bound them, 

safe in the promised land. 

 
 

Wondrous Love (#159) Arr. by Michael Sitton, 2009 
World Premiere 

 

What wondrous love is this! oh, my soul! 

That caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 

 

When I was sinking down 

beneath God’s righteous frown 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing 

who is the great I Am, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, 

I’ll sing and joyful be 

throughout eternity, I’ll sing on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intermission 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

If Music Be the Food of Love David Dickau, 2001 

Cara Dworkin, Conductor 

 

Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes Hal Hopson, 1982 

Ray Toland, Conductor 

 

Potsdam Community Chorus Ensemble 

 

 

 

My Song in the Night Arr. by Mack Wilberg, 2009 

 

Amazing grace! (#45t) Columbian Harmony, 1829 

 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 

that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

was blind but now I see. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be, 

as long as life endures. 

 

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

and mortal life shall cease; 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

a life of joy and peace. 

 

When we’ve been long ten thousand years, 

bright shining as the sun; 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

than when we first begun. 

 

Down to the River to Pray Traditional American 

 

As I went down to the river to pray, 

studyin’ about that good old way 

and who shall wear the starry crown. 

Good Lord, show me the way! 

O, sisters, O fathers, O mothers, O sinners, 

Let’s go down to the river to pray. 

 


