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Adirondack Songs for Chorus and Wind Ensemble Gregory Wanamaker

Morning at Mirror Lake (b. 1968)
Ice Storm Text by Garth Bardsley
Gathering
Adirondack Songs
By

Garth Bardsley
Morning at Mirror Lake

Such a stillness
Such a quiet

Emerging from thick-black night,
The newborn day imprints itself upon the liquid glass;
Air becoming Water becoming Air.
Two uncertain worlds
Begun and ended by a silken thread,
Stretched taut across the picture’s fold.

Such a stillness

In calm consideration of the mirrored truth,
Each perfect world reflects upon itself.
Their gaze, balanced upon the hidden fulcrum,

Remains unbroken and steady.
Such a quiet

Two birds, their feathered-arms spread wide, quicken the air
And locked in dance, they rise and fall towards each other.
Their wing-tip touch across the silk divide
Ripples the glass and shatters this illusory world,
Blurring the echo in an instant.

Water is water, Air is air.

The two-fold world is one
The day begins



Ice Storm

The earth is frozen!
Its twisted face held fast in silent scream,
Freeze-framed within this hiemal dream!

Pierced by ice the ground lies hard;
Each blade of grass a deadly shard.
Frozen!

The rivulet’s quick-silvered snake
Now spears the diamond-dusted lake.
Frozen!

The rude, raw wind with niveous teeth
Begets the world an icy wreath

Frozen!

And lissom life all clad in lace

Grows pallid in its cold embrace.
Frozen!

Frozennnnn!

Ah

The Maple, Ash and Slippery Elm,
Stand altered in this argent realm
‘Gainst nature, how they bend and curve
Though Nature’s will it is they serve.

The world is numb, made breathless by this glacial kiss,
And spellbound, floats within its crystal chrysalis

A murmur of pain

A sigh of agony

A dismal moaning, groaning that grinds against the limpid shield.
A sudden shake

A fitful shuddering

A dreadful creaking, shrieking as the crippled world begins to yield.

The paper birch from the earth is torn

Its shattered limbs are sadly worn
!



The tamarack, once tall and lithe
Misshapen now, begins to writhe

Buckled boughs, grotesquely hewn
About the crook-backed woods are strewn

The tangled forest; tortured, wracked!
The canvas ripped! The mirror cracked!

Exquisite
The ghostly shroud, all living things beguiled;
Pain

Unbidden beauty, beauty itself defiled.

Gathering

Come! Sing!
Come! Sing!
To celebrate this gathering.

A thousand years,
A million footsteps,
Have gently worn away the earth
To cast a spider’s web across the land.

Come! Sing!
Come! Sing!
To celebrate this gathering.

A thousand years,
A million wounds,
Have scored and scarred the wooded hills

And marble-veined the dusky, opaque soil.

And all along this delicate tracery
A thousand journeys
A million stories

Gather and unfold

In glorious harmony.
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Come! Sing!
Come! Sing!
To celebrate this gathering.
To celebrate this gathering,
This gathering!

The Hornbeam, Fir and Chestnut Oak
In sylvan robes the mountains cloak

‘Gainst nature’s slights they stalwart stand,
To guard and shield this sacred land.
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In order to ensure a pleasant concert experience for both
performers and audience, please refrain from:

e  Entering or leaving during the performance.

e Bringing food or drink into the concert hall.

e  Taking flash photographs.

e  Using electronic devices (please completely turn off
any devices that make sounds or have glowing
screens).

Children who are able to sit quietly during the
performance are welcome to our concerts.

Audio/video recording of performances is strictly
prohibited without permission of the performers!

Thank you!

In Case of Fire Emergency
Leave the building immediately by walking to the nearest

safe exit. Once outside, please move fifty feet away from

the building and safely away from emergency traffic. Do

not return to the building until authorities indicate that
it is safe to do so.




