
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Faculty Recital Series                     2010-2011 Season 

 
 

 Friday, November 5 

Helen M. Hosmer Hall 

7:30 PM 

 

 

Crane Jazz Ensemble 

Bret Zvacek, Director 

Sam Burtis, Trombone 
 

Program to be selected from: 
 

Blue Highways 

 

Three and One 

 

Nostalgia in Times Square 

 

 

The Hedgehog’s Dilemma
*
 

 

Maria
* 

 

 

Bag’s Groove 

 

 

Big Dipper 

 

The Maids of Cadiz 

 

 

Three Miles 

Paul Ferguson 

 

Thad Jones 

 

Charles Mingus 

Arr. by Ronnie Cuber 

 

Max Howard 

 

Leonard Bernstein 

Arr. by Andy Van Ness 

 

Milt Jackson 

Arr. by John Clayton 

 

Thad Jones 

 

Delibes 

Arr. by Gil Evans 

 

Bret Zvacek 

 
* 
Student composition/arrangement 
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Willow Weep for Me 

 

 

No Frills 

Ann Ronell 

Arr. by Bob Brookmeyer 

 

Dennis Mackrel 

 

 

 

Sam Burtis has been a freelance lower brass player, arranger, composer, music 

director and educator in New York City since 1967.  He has played, written and 

taught at the very highest levels of the NYC freelance scene…specializing in 

North, South, Central and Caribbean American playing styles but by no means 

limited to them.   A very short list of the artists and groups with whom he has 

been affiliated would include The Thad Jones/Mel Lewis Orchestra, Gil Evans, 

Charles Mingus, Lee Konitz, Tito Puente, The Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks 

Orchestra (Under the direction of David Baker and Gunther Schuller), and many 

others. Sam was a student of the great brass teacher Carmine Caruso.  He spent 

many years playing in lower brass sections with players such as Jimmy 

Knepper, Urbie Green, Britt Woodman, Wayne Andre, Dave Steinmeyer, Barry 

Rogers, Gary Valente, Reynaldo Jorge, José Rodriques, Paul Faulise, George 

Flynn, Earl McIntyre, Dave Taylor, Howard Johnson, Bob Stewart, Don 

Butterfield and many other great brass players. 

 

His arrangements and compositions have been played and/or recorded by The 

Lee Konitz Nonet, The Charles Mingus Big Band (of which he was the original 

music director), numerous Tito Puente ensembles, the Larry Harlow Band, the 

Chico O’Farrill Afro-Cuban Orchestra, the Mike Longo New York State of the 

Art Orchestra and many other groups as well.  

 

 

Jazz Ensemble Personnel 

 

Saxophone 

Will Hotaling 

Drew Coles 

Taylor Clay 

Sam Detweiler 

Mike Draper 

 

Trumpet 

Aaron Folmsbee 

Brian Lotze 

Aaron Langenauer 

Matt Viani 

Hugh Stuart 

Trombone 

Nick Reilingh 

Tyler Giroux 

Alex Slomka 

Andy Van Ness 

 

 

Rhythm 
Max Howard, Piano 

Josh Emanuel,Vibes 

Joe Goehle, Bass 

Kevin Urvalek, Drums 

Dan Rabinaw, Drums 
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