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Now – September 2
It’s a TWO-DAY giveaway! Win a 2018 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee or $25,000 CASH on September 1 & 2!
Plus, win a share of $10,000 Cash or Slot Play! Receive 
one entry for every 25 points earned.
5x Entries on Tuesdays!

Grand Prize Drawing | September 1 & 2 | 5 – 9 pm 
J 5 – 8 pm | 5 Winners every hour; 4 win up to $500 Cash
         or Slot Play and 1 will advance.

J 9 pm | 4 winners of $1,000 Cash or Slot Play and 1
    winner of a brand new Jeep Grand Cherokee.

GRAND

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE 
GAMES ANYWHERE!

Download and get $1 Million free chips!

PlayMohawkCasino.com

DOWNLOAD AND RECEIVE $10 SLOT PLAY!

facebook.com/mohawkcasino |  8 7 7 - 9 9 - C A S I N O  |  M O H A W K C A S I N O . C O M
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5218 PATRICK ROAD
                                                         
VERONA, NY 13478

UPCOMING 
SHOWS

TURNING STONE BOX OFFICE:
315.361.7469 | TICKETMASTER.COM
TICKETS ARE NONREFUNDABLE

 ROOM & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE

One Night In Memphis
THE #1 TRIBUTE TO PRESLEY, 
PERKINS, LEWIS AND CASH
AUGUST 26 • 7PM  

 

Michael Bolton
GRAMMY® AWARD WINNER

AUGUST 29 • 8PM 

 

Molly Hatchet
AUGUST 30 • 8PM  

 

Ken Jeong
COMEDIAN

AUGUST 31 • 8PM  

  18+

Alison Krauss
SEPTEMBER 9 • 7PM 

  
THE EVENT CENTER 
PRESENTED BY 
BLUEROCK ENERGY

A Tribute To Shania Twain
& Tim McGraw
FEATURING DONNA HUBER 
& ADAM TUCKER

AUGUST 2 • 8PM

Great White & Slaughter
TWO OF 80S ROCK’S 
QUINTESSENTIAL ACTS
TOGETHER IN ONE NIGHT

AUGUST 17 • 8PM 

    

Hollywood’s Greatest
Game Shows
PRESENTED BY BOB EUBANKS

AUGUST 18 • 8PM
18+ TO REGISTER AS A CONTESTANT

Real Diamond
THE PREMIER NEIL DIAMOND
TRIBUTE BAND
AUGUST 25 • 8PM
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Visit www.chenangoNY.org or call 607-334-1400
®NYSDED

D E S T I N AT I O NChenango

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  • FOLLOW US ON TWITTER & INSTAGRAM     CHENANGOBLUESFEST.ORG

• 2 STAGES • CAMPING ON-SITE WITH FACILITIES • KIDS FUN • FREE SUPERVISED ACTIVITIES • FOODS & CRAFTS

PLUS! EVERY WEEK - JULY 5 - AUGUST 30 NBT BANK FREE THURSDAY SUMMER CONCERT SERIES!

Nate Gross 
Band 

 TIX: $25 ADV • $35/GATE • 17 & UNDER FREE

This program is made possible with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts, which is administered by the Chenango County Council of the Arts, with support 
from Governor Andrew Cuomo and the NYS Legislature.

ELVIN BISHOP’S 
BIG FUN TRIO

SAMANTHA 
FISH

John “Papa” Gros

Toronzo 
Cannon

Chenango County 
Fairgrounds, Norwich, NY

Cash Box Kings

AJ Ghent [j-ent]

Prestage Brothers

Keeshea Pratt Band

Hubby 
Jenkins

Brandon 
Santini

Angel 
Forrest Trio

AUGUST 17 & 18

Atz Kilcher in Concert!
Singer, Songwriter & Storyteller

Star of Discovery Channel’s Alaska: The Last Frontier
and...father of Pop Star, JEWEL!

Saturday, Aug. 11 • Concert at 7 p.m.
St. Lawrence Centre Arena • Rt. 37 • Massena

General Admission: 
$35 advance purchase

$45 at the door

Pre-Concert VIP Experience:
4 - 5:30 pm

$65 advance purchase only
 Includes: Concert, Photo Op, 

CD & Premium Seating   Tickets Available at: 
North Country Showcase, St. Lawrence Centre • 315-705-2170

and Online: www.NorthCountryShowcase.com

A portion of the proceeds will go to the local 
Wounded Warrior Outdoor Adventures

Sponsored by: North Country Showcase & St. Lawrence Centre
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Digital Cable Channel 1301 

Internet Webcast 24/7
Online at 

www.wnts.tv

260 E. Orvis St., 
Massena, NY 13662

Phone:315-764-1560 
Email:info@wnts.tv

4THCOASTENT.COM

Come Visit 
Us At
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  POETRY

Published by Fourth Coast Entertainment
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E-Mail:  fourthcoast@twcny.rr.com              Website:  www.FourthCoastEntertainmentMagazine.com
Publisher/Editor/Advertising/Distribution/Marketing: Michael R. Scriminger
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the Fourth Coast/Seaway Valley a FREE Informative & Entertaining Collective of Material & Events per-
taining to ‘Events, Music & Entertainment’ - Locally, Regionally & Nationally!

We have so many friends today
That we hold so very dear,
Our hearts are filled with love for them
Some, miles away, others quite near.

When one gets sick or down and out,
It pains us so to see,
It’s like the sorrow that we feel
For our own family.

Each one is a blessing,
We know this from the start,
They fill out lives with happiness,
We hope we’ll never part.

For they are all like flowers
Blooming day by day,

We enjoy having them around,
And want them to stay.

Some are newer friends,
Others made in years past,
But nevertheless we’re so glad
Our friendships really last.

Friends are so great to have,
In good times and the bad,
No one can have too many,
We feel this and are glad.

So I say be kind to them
And you won’t be sorry,
They’ll love you for yourself,
And rejoice in the glory.

Citizens of the world,

We do so long to hear the tunes that put us in a 
higher place
                                       
Humming are the many measures for a rising 
time
                                        
Keys---notes---numbers---letters---and verses,

 A penchant for music is ours
 
We are picking up, building up, and making 
songs up
                                        
Keeping busy with music---adapting it to our 
lives,
                                        
Musical expressive tunes---permeate this 
August’s venue
                                        
A melodic scheme for a rising time
                                        
Inwardly audible---the sounds of music bring 
energy renewed
                                        

The music drifts to meet ones ears
                                        
A versification for the body and mind
                                        
Music is to raise the message up,
                                        
August is a summer month for a rising time,
                                        
Music is in motion everywhere
                                        
A key to sharing perceptions,
                                       
To be a free thinker---for vibrations in the air,

In this ever advancing present
                                       
Music is a natural connection---to life---all 
parts
                                       
A profusion of feeling---that bites us with 
pleasure so kind
                                       
And touches one with spirited nuances that it 
imparts
                                       
For a rising time

OUR FRIENDS
BY LUCIA JOHNSON

“A RISING TIME”
BY JAMES OLIVER RYAN

107 Church Street, Hermon NY

Check the Lone Wolf  
Facebook page for live 

entertainment, DJ, karaoke

Margarita And 

Wine Slushies 

Full B
ar 

Menu

Quick
 

Draw

Wednesd
ay 

Night W
ing 

Night 

Thursday 

Night Buckets 
Of Beer

Fireball 
Friday’s

315-302-0006
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---Keith Gorgas
CMG WORLDWIDE artistStephen A. Love 

may not be a household name among rock 
music fans, but his long and varied musical 
journey reads like a Rolling Stone “Who’s 
Who” of the 1970’s and 80’s California music 
scene. It was none other than Randy Meisner, 
pre- Eagles, who led Love to California to pur-
sue a career as a professional musician, and 
when Meisner left Rick Nelson’s Stone Can-
yon Band to join Don Hendley and Glenn Frey 
backing Linda Ronstadt, it was a 20-year-old 
Stephen A. Love, playing bass and singing 
harmony in Nelson’s band.  Love was in the 
band for the infamous “Garden Party” incident 
and can be seen playing bass on the video of 
the chart-topping song that resulted from it.  
At Glen Campbell’s suggestion, Love’s song 
Let It Bring You Along was the opening cut 
on the album. 

Love went on to join former Byrd Roger 
McQuinn’s backing band and contributed his 
song Somebody Loves You to the 1975 album 
Roger McQuinn and Band. Again, it was cho-
sen as the opening cut. 

In 1976, Stephen A. Love moved on to 
join Country Rock pioneers, the New Riders 
of the Purple Sage during the height of their 

popularity in the later 1970’s.  Love sang 
lead and harmony while contributing a rock-
ing bass guitar, playing to large audiences 
around the country, including the legendary 
Englishtown, NJ show when the New Riders 
joined the Grateful Dead and Marshall Tucker 
Band before 125,000 fans. Two New Rid-
ers’ albums, Who Are These Guys and Marin 
County Line, feature Love’s compositions 
and lead vocals. 

Moving on to John Cipollina’s San Fran-
sisco All-Stars, eventually Mr .Love became a 
senior project manager and his musical career 
took a back seat, but occasional tours of Eu-
rope and releases on the International charts 
kept him involved and pursuing his passion. 
Upon retirement from the construction field, 
music has once again moved to the forefront 
of his life, and Stephen has been active, not 
only performing and recording, but in man-
agement and mentoring upcoming musicians. 
He draws on his vast wealth of experience and 
talent to help others climbing the ladder.  In 
2011 and 2012, Stephen released 3 “Num-
ber One” singles in 13 European countries, 
revitalizing his musical career, and in May of 
2018 Stephen A. Love presented us with a 
full-length CD, Always Within Kissing Range 

of You.  Four of the ten songs on the CD have 
charted “Number One” on entertainment in-
dustries Radio Submit, sister to the Roots 
Charts. 

Don’t look for the Country Rock/ Rocka-
billy sound that characterized Love’s career 
as performing band member. Always Within 
Kissing Range is primarily a blues album, with 
Jazz and Pop influences.  It features Love on 
piano and various guitars, playing lead, slide, 
rhythm, and bass. He throws in some har-
monica work to boot. The harp is primitive, 
yet sufficient, while the rest of his playing 
is top shelf.  Always blessed with excellent 
range and exquisite command of his vocals, 
the years have not robbed those qualities from 
Love’s voice.  His singing is spot on through 
the album. 

A growling, self-penned number, Number 
One Son of a Gun, gets things started, and 
Love airs the song out.  The title track, Always 
Within Kissing Range of You, with its Jazz 
feelings, comes next. It’s warm and gentle. 
Timing and textures are everything, and Love 

has a deep well to draw from.  The soulful 
Can’t Love Someone Who Doesn’t Love Me 
follows and has a familiar feeling to it.  Again, 
Love gives his vocals a serious workout. 

Walkin’ After Midnight was Patsy Cline’s 
first big hit, back in 1957.  Stephen A. Love 
gives it a fresh and enjoyable rendering, be-
fore getting down smooth and dirty on That’s 
Why They Call Me Mr. Love.  Straight ahead 
blues comes down at us in So Long Ban-
nytyne.  A delightful cover of Leon Russell’s 
Lady Blue is easy to listen to, and is followed 
by a heart-felt performance of Rod Stewart’s 
People Get Ready.  A wild accusing Wasting 
My Time concludes the recording.   

Always Within Kissing Range provides 
good company for driving around on back-
roads. It’s doing well on Independent charts, 
and well worth the effort of finding for the 
roots rock fan.  It can be downloaded or 
purchased through the artist’s web site, 
www.stephenalovel.com       . Songs can be 
heard at  http://www.radiosubmit.com/rs/
STEPHEN_A_LOVE/ 

Songs Of Love
Stephen A. Love - Always Within Kissin’ Range

 CD Review

Delicious Subs
Over 30 
Varieties 

of Hot & Cold 
Submarine 
Sandwiches

Try Our Sub of 
the Day!

1/2 Sub Combo
Your Choice French 

Fries, Chips, or 
Macaroni Salad

& Medium Drink

Whole Sub Combo
Your Choice French 

Fries, Chips, or
Macaroni Salad

& Medium Drink
Ogdensburg 

Ford St. • 393-8443
Twin Bridges, New York 

Ave. • 393-2463

Potsdam
Market St. • 265-2222

Canton 
Main St. • 379-9221

Massena 
East Orvis St.  769-2210

Gouverneur 
Main St. • 287-4448

Malone
Main St. • 518-483-5602

•  Combo Meals  •

• Sub & Appetizer of the Month •

May Chicken Salad Sub 
Fried Cheese Ravioli

June Pulled BBQ Pork Sub 
Chicken Fries

- August -
Sub

Taco Sub

Appetizer
Chicken Fries
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---Keith Gorgas
One a gentle summer evening in 2017, a 

group of musical friends assembled at the 
St. Georges Country Store along the banks of 
the Delaware and Chesapeake Canal.   Join-
ing local blues legend Garry Cogdell, after 
flying in from Colorado, were Blues Hall of 
Fame (NY Chapter) member Chaz DePaolo 
, and harmonica ace David Biondo.  Johnny 
Christopher manned the bass, and John Di-
giovanni (Steal Your Peach, Stackabones) 
handled percussion. 

The beer was cold, the gumbo hot and 
spicy, and the music flowed sweetly.  The 
result is this just released CD from Smoke 
Tone Records,  Live at St.GEORGES COUN-
TRY STORE,  a collection of mostly origi-
nals, with a couple of Elmore James’ covers 
tossed in for good measure. 

Garry Cogdell is known as a master of 
the Delta and Hill Country Blues vernaculars, 
while Chaz DePaulo has made his mark pri-
marily on electric guitar with his innovative 

rock oriented fusion blues.  Both are prolific 
song writers and recording artists, with nu-
merous CDs to their respective credits.  

David Biondo’s extensive career on har-
monica goes back many years and includes 
playing with many local, regional, and na-
tional acts in both the blues and country rock 
gendres. A comprehensive list of musicians 
he’s recorded or shared the stage with would 
be as long as your arm. 

The synergistic result of their “one night 
stand” is a delicious down home feast of 
acoustic blues, worth listening to over and 
over again. The timing is tight, and the spon-
taneous arrangements textured without 
over-embellishment. It’s three craftsmen 
sharing their talents gracefully, to make each 
other’s songs sound their best. 

I won’t pick apart the individual songs  
in this review; you can do that just fine 
yourself. There’s a variety of styles and 
tempos to keep the listener attentive and 
entertained.  Both artists write in similar yet 

diverse modes. A couple of the highlights 
are DePaulo’s Angel On My Shoulder and 
the final number, Cogdell’s take on Elmore 
James’ It Hurts Me Too.  If I could offer one 
complaint, it’s that the recording didn’t take 
full advantage of DePaolo’s distinctive bit-
ing acoustic leads;  it seems as if he was 
holding back, perhaps not wanting to domi-
nate the ensemble.

Live from ST. GEORGES COUNTRY 
STORE is available from all the usual digital 
download resources, as well as from Smo-
keTone Records, www.SmokeToneRecords. 
Com 

1) Stuck in the Mud  (Garry Cogdell ) 3:38 
2) Angel On My Shoulder (Chaz DePaulo) 

3:39 
3)Jimmy Reed (Garry Cogdell)  3:04 
4)Fantasy ( Garry Cogdell) 4:08 

5)Alone But Not Lonely (Chaz De-
Paolo)3:51 

6)Rollin’ & Tumblin’  ( Elmore James) 
5:25 

7) Tepid Blues (Chaz DePaolo) 4:31 
8) Nickel on the Floor (Garry Cogdell) 

3:54 
9)Fishing ( Garry Cogdell) 4:12 
10) Everyday (Chaz DePaolo) 3:36 
11) Two Tones Calling (Garry Cogdell) 

5:32 
12) Woman’s Touch (Garry Cogdell) 4:56 
13) It’s What I’m Thankful For (Chaz De-

Paolo) 7:47 
14) It Hurts Me Too  (Elmore James) 4:17 
all songs by Garry Cogdell and  Chaz De-

Paolo/Cap’n Prozac  ASCAP, except Rollin’& 
Tumblin’ and It Hurts Me Too, both by El-
more James.

Garry Cogdell & Chaz DePaulo: Acoustic Blues 
Live at St. Georges Country Store

2018 Smoke Tone Records

 CD Review
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---Dr. Anthony Betrus
The Game Connoisseur

In 2017, Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) 
had its best sales year since Wizards of the 
Coast took it over from TSR in 1997. Interac-
tive storytelling is still at the core of the game, 
with the books, lore, rules, accessories, and 
of course the players, all contributing to that 
end. For those of you less familiar with role 
playing games (RPGs), the idea is to partici-
pate in adventures, gain experience, find trea-
sure, and level-up. The games are generally 
more open-ended than typical board games, 
with a lot of improvisation and spontaneity 
involved. Like any good improv, the key is in 
the preparation, knowing your character espe-
cially, and getting inside their head. Also re-
acting to players and events is important, with 
the “yes-and” improv philosophy holding true. 

The core level-up system was put into the 
first edition of D&D in 1974 by its creator, 
Gary Gygax (true followers harken back to 
the earlier Chainmail, and older still, basic 
wargaming). A version of this level-up pro-
gression system is now at the core of vir-
tually every video game with a leveling up 
scheme (Call of Duty, Overwatch, World of 
Warcraft, and Fortnite, to name just a few). 
While video games have reached mass audi-
ences, the D&D tabletop system has, up to 
the 5th edition, been considered by many to 
be for wonky rule nerds, making it less ac-
cessible to the masses. There was even a 
brief period in the 1980s where D&D was 
falsely connected to the occult. After open-
ing with a well received 3rd edition shortly 
following their acquisition of TSR, Wizards 
of the Coast missed the boat with their 4th 
edition (badly by most accounts). So bad 
was this effort that another company, Paizo, 
came out with an evolution of the D&D 3.5 
edition called Pathfinder to carry the torch. 
In fact, these two systems are still both very 
popular and available today. Fortunately, af-
ter the disaster that was the 4th edition, Wiz-
ards listened to the fans, and came out with 
a very elegant and well designed 5th edition, 
following in the spirit of the first three edi-
tions. Often referred to simply as “5e,” the 
current iteration is very user friendly, and 
offers the same expanded D&D universe in 
a relatively easy to use package. It is much 
more friendly for new players, and you don’t 
need a PhD in D&D to play.

Like many others my age, I was a D&D 
2nd edition guy, and have a fairly substan-
tial collection of books and modules. I also 
played other RPGs (Star Frontiers, Gamma 
World, Star Wars, and Indiana Jones to name 
a few). For a time as a teenager I played a lot, 
both as Dungeon Master (or DM for short), 
and as a player. After a long hiatus (some 
20 years), last summer one of my English 
Education students developed a series of les-

sons for teachers on how to integrate D&D 
into an English writing curriculum. His task 
was to make D&D easy to understand, and 
when he delivered his workshop, it was one 
of the most highly attended workshops any 
of my students has ever delivered. That same 
student took me and some other students 
through a short home-brew adventure as 
part of another class, and after that I pur-
chased the Player’s Handbook, a Dungeon 
Master’s Screen, and the 5e Starter Set. 

After dabbling a bit more on my own, one 
of my work colleagues caught wind that I 
played, and invited me into a group. Basically, 
when you are invited to one of these groups, 
it is like a job interview. There is a compatibil-
ity check that happens among the players (no 
D20 role necessary), to see if people are en-
joying themselves and have good chemistry. 
Fortunately things worked out, and we now 
have a flexible group of 5-8 players at any 
given time, playing once every 1-2 weeks. 
The typical session is 3 hours, although from 
time to time we will run longer. Like many 
groups, we have multiple campaigns going 
at any given time. And while gameplay tends 
to happen in slow motion, that allows for a 
whole lot of embellishment of what happens 
while you play.  The DM writes a summary 
of the session, so there is an ongoing record 
of what happened. This allows players who 
don’t play every week to catch up and jump 
right in when they can play.

We currently have one high level adven-
ture running, and another low level adventure 

running in parallel. The work of the Dungeon 
Master in preparing for the sessions is sig-
nificant, so we share that responsibility (I 
run one campaign, and another person runs 
the other). We equate it to a TV show, where 
there is the core cast, and some regular 
guest star appearances. In terms of mechan-
ics, we use the website D&D Beyond for our 
characters and materials (the website is su-
perior to the app for now), although there is 
some pen and paper action as well. Others 
use roll20.net, or the STEAM game Tabletop 
(and there are plenty of other helper apps). 
We even built a gaming table that has a LED 
TV underneath it to project dynamic maps. 
We then added in some 3D prints and minia-
tures to help round out the physical objects 

to interact with, and altogether it makes for 
quite a fun gaming experience.

And D&D has crept into general pop cul-
ture as well (not just in The Big Bang Theory). 
Perhaps the most widely known is Stranger 
Things, where the entire show is basically 
one big D&D adventure. Other notables in-
clude Critical Role, which is super popular on 
Twitch, and involves a group of professional 
voice actors acting out their games, most no-
tably the fantastic DM, Matt Mercer. Finally, 
I can’t end without mentioning Vin Diesel 
and his over-the-top witch hunter character, 
perhaps the most well known celebrity D&D 
Player. Overall, this Dungeon Master gives 
D&D 5th Edition a 20 out of 20, a critical hit 
in my book

Dungeons and Dragons 5th Edition: A Critical Hit
GAME CONNOISSEUR

My home-brew gaming table with a LED TV under a plexiglass grid

4THCOASTENT.COM

Come Visit 
Us At
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10% off wines on Tuesday
10% off 1.75 Liquors Thursdays

Open 7 Days a week 
33 Riverside Drive
Canton, NY 13617
(315) 386-2721

Hours:
Mon-Thur • 10 - 9
Fri - Sat • 10 - 10

Sun • 12 - 5

Riverside 
Liquors

University Shopping Center
Canton, NY 13617
(315) 386-8377

Wines • Liquors • Cordials
10% Off 2 or more bottles 
of *liquor* on Thursdays

Senior Discount Everyday.

Open 10a.m. - 9p.m.

Ye Olde 
Liquors

25 Main Street • Canton, NY 13617

Remember To Stop By 
Sylvia’s Lounge Under 
Josie’s Little Pizzeria 
For Fun, Food, Cheer 

And Occasional 
Entertainment!

JOSIE’S
Little 

PIZZERIA
(315) 386-3734

Locations

Cowan Mansion Rd.
Canton, NY 13617
(315) 386-8120

9398 Rte. 56
Massena, NY 13662

(315) 769-2360

doublebarrelbluesband.com

mcloutier82@gmail.com
www.markcloutierguitar.com

Double Barrel Blues Band

For Booking Call Mark Cloutier
(315) 493-4663

or
(315) 299-8026

Contact 
Bob ..............................315-562-4030 
Lester ..........................315-262-2634
Mike ............................315-543-2668
Joe ...............................315-562-4351

Music For All Occasions
Give Us A Call!

50’s, 60’s 
& Country Rock

RIVERSIDE SOUND: 
Concert Sound & P.A.  

Installations and Backline Gear. 
Systems to 20,000 watts. NY State 

Registered and Insured
315-764-0870

( Visit Us on Facebook )

96 Main Street
Canton, NY 13617

(Right Next To The American Theater)

Cell: (315) 
212-0044

Shop: (315) 
386-4908

Donna Mouthorp - Owner/Stylist

Monroe Legends 
Realty 

Canton, NY  
315.379.0760

COMMERCIAL 
AND

RESIDENTIAL

BILL’S AUTO

235 Jameson Road
Canton, NY

Phone: 315-386-4191
Cell: 315-323-8231

Cars & Equipment
Sales
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---BY CRAIG THORNTON
In the slough of sum-

mer blockbuster super-
hero movies, sequels, 
franchises, and animated 
films, what a refreshing 
treat “Won’t You Be My 

Neighbor” is.  It would be refreshing, even 
if it wasn’t the needle in the haystack of big, 
bombastic, boisterous-well you get the pic-
ture. Its power is in its simplicity and this 
simplicity comes from its subject matter, 
Fred Rogers.

Often parodied, spoofed and derided, 
Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood was a staple 
of children’s programming for decades. 
Who could imagine that a show with such 
basic production values- the sets and pup-
pets look like they were made five minutes 
before going to air,-would reach anyone? It 

was a clear case of substance over style. The 
Substance being self-acceptance, tolerance, 
recognizing real feelings, and most impor-
tantly love and connection.

Mr. Rogers’ empathy is eerily powerful 
and it takes on a truly magical quality when it 
inhabits a sock puppet named Daniel the Ti-
ger. Some of the most moving clips involve 
Daniel the Tiger chatting with a wide-eyed 
open faced child whose expression truly em-
bodies the adage: a picture is worth a thou-
sand words.  

Personally, I don’t remember watching 
Mr. Rogers as a child. Perhaps growing up 
in a rural area, my television channel selec-
tion was limited.  I vaguely remember see-
ing it as an older child, and not really get-
ting it.  Mr. Rogers’ audience typically skews 
seven years old or younger.  Given this, I 
was amazed at some of the topics that were 

tackled, uniquely with puppet skits and in-
teractions of characters on the show. The 
fear that media coverage of the Vietnam War 
brought to children was addressed, as well 
as the general upheaval of American society 
in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. The skit 
involving the king building a wall is espe-
cially prophetic today.  

The documentary film market has opened 
up with the world of streaming, especially 
Netflix.  This is ultimately a good thing; 
however, a problem with more documenta-
ries getting made and often quickly is lack of 
factual research and also lack of focus. Of-
ten documentaries feel like a presentation of 
facts and scenes and emotional moments, 

but without a general thesis.  Luckily, Won’t 
You be My Neighbor is directed by Oscar 
winning director Morgan Neville who is deft 
at both emotional involvement and thematic 
cohesion. It’s this combination of “I didn’t 
know that” and “I suddenly feel like crying” 
is what makes the film both illuminating 
and powerful. Yet there are no special tricks 
used to pull this off. The story telling is tra-
ditional; on screen interviews with family 
members, co-workers and media specialists 
intercut with clips of the show and other ar-
chival footage. Perhaps this could be part of 
Neville’s plan, that sometimes the simplest 
things are the most profound, especially if 
they are truthful.

Won’t You Be My Neighbor
Movie Review

Elvin Bishop is a rock-n-roll Hall of Famer, 
and Samantha Fish just won the Blues Music 
Award as Female Artist of the Year.  It’s a one two 
punch of a legend and the best up and coming 
artist around at the top of the bill  at this years 
26th Chenango Blues Fest.  It’s going to be a 
knock out lineup from start to finish as the Festi-
val enters its second twenty five years swinging.

The unofficial kickoff will come at the NBT 
Bank Free Thursday show in East Side Park on 
August 16th with a special show featuring Jersey 
Shore legends Southside Johnny and the Asbury 
Jukes.  Over a forty year career performing and 
recording with the likes of Bruce Springsteen, 
Jon Bon Jovi and Steve Van Zandt, Southside 
Johnny has earned a reputation as a consum-
mate showman and band leader.

Friday’s free admission show at the County 
Fairgrounds is sponsored by New York Central 
Mutual and will be headlined by Chicago blues-
man Toronzo Cannon, a hard rocking sometime 
bus driver who has gained world-wide fame 
with his charismatic live shows.  Opening the 
evening will be Angel Forrest, winner of Maple 
Blues Award as Vocalist of the Year four times.  
She was a finalist at this year’s International 
Blues Challenge and her distinctive voice and 
fiery personality have drawn comparisons to 
Janis Joplin.  Sandwiched between is New Or-
leans keyboard player John Gros whose gumbo 
of Louisiana music includes elements of blues, 
Americana, funk and Mardi Gras Indian.

Saturday’s music kicks off in the Nelson and 
Flanagan Tent with local favorite Nate Gross at 
11:30 A.M.  Following in the tent are Hubby Jen-
kins, a founding member of the Carolina Choco-
late Drops,and the Prestage Brothers.  Ben put on 
a great show as a solo act a few years ago and will 
return with his brother for an encore.  Next up is 
A. J. Ghent – a very talented slide guitarist whose 
roots lie in the sacred steel tradition.  Samantha 

Fish will close down the tent, and the festival, with 
what is sure to be an event highlight.  Her award 
as Female Artist of the Year is well deserved as 
she has become the next star in the blues world.

The Sheffield Bio Science Infield Stage has a 
diverse and exciting group performing on it, led 
by Hall of Fame member, Elvin Bishop and his Big 
Fun Trio.  From his early days with the Paul But-
terfield Blues Band through a solo career that has 
featured chart topping hits like “Fooled Around 
and Fell in Love”, Bishop has a fifty year career at 
the forefront of American music.  Preceding him 
will be the Cash Box Kings, whose raucous live 
shows crackle with boundless energy.  They play 
tough, real deal Chicago blues with contempo-
rary authority and old school authenticity.  Also 
on the Infield Stage is the Keeshea Pratt Band, 
a Houston based seven piece band that was the 
hands down winner at this year’s International 
Blues Challenge.  Check out her divine talents 
and see why she wowed the judges in Memphis.  
Opening things up will be returning festival fa-
vorite, Brandon Santini.

The Preferred Mutual Chenango Blues Fest is 
an all-volunteer run non-profit that prides itself 
on being “by fans, for fans.”  There are free child-
rens’ activities on Saturday, and there is weekend 
long on-site camping for an extra fee.  Friday’s 
show is free for all, and those 17 and under can 
attend Saturday’s show free as well if accompa-
nied by an adult.  Those 18 and over are $25 in 
advance and $35 the day of the show.  There are 
great food and craft vendors on site.  For full de-
tails on artists, grounds rules and ticket outlets 
please visit the website at www.chenangoblues-
fest.org

You can also find information there on all 
the NBT Bank Free Thursdays concerts that take 
place in July and August.  These shows feature 
artists from a wide range of genres from zydeco 
to bluegrass to reggae.

26th Chenango Blues Fest
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315.393.3530
stlawrfcu.com

• Auto Loans 
• Real Estate 

• Credit Cards 
• Personal Loans

This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration. 

Stress-Free Banking Awaits

---Vic Clevenger 
The Cookin’ Comedian

I have something I need to admit to you 
today. It’s not something I’m proud of nor am 
I eager to let you in on my secret. This is the 
thing about secrets, they are secrets for a rea-
son. However, a new buzz word going around 
is transparency. In the spirit of being transpar-
ent I’ll let you in on this. As much as I like you, 
I’m not going to tell you all of them, baby steps 
for right now. So here I go. You might want 
to be seated. Well, in case you didn’t know, I 
have Writer’s Block. Yes, I know it’s horrifying 
but as nervous as I am for opening myself to 
you like this, I do feel better.

Writer’s Block is one of those impediments 
a lot of people suffer from but not a lot of peo-
ple take seriously. For someone who considers 
themselves a creative person, this setback can 
be cataclysmic. Most of the time this debilitat-
ing hindrance is temporary but even tempo-
rary is a subjective timeframe and at the mo-
ment feels like it will never end. When I was a 
wrestler in high school we had to work out al-
most every day. Often during those workouts, 
we would hit the proverbial wall which seemed 
impenetrable, I couldn’t push any more. My 
limit met until my coach came yelling for me 
to push through the pain, which I did and the 
lessons had been learned.

This can also be said of having a Writer’s 
Block difficulty, you just have to push through 
it. When I don’t feel like writing a blog (vicclev-
enger.com), article or even a joke I must push 
myself to get past this wall of interruption. The 
best way I’ve found to do this is, well, write. I 
get my journal out and put my pen to paper, 
not lifting it until I’ve completed three hand 
written pages. This allows me to get my mind 
off of this wall blocking my creativity until I 
find the door allowing me to write again. 

However, I need to take steps in prevent-
ing future relapses of Writer’s Block. When 
I look back on those days I’ve suffered from 
Writer’s Block, I noticed there has been gaps 
in my daily journal writing. So, I need to take 
those extra efforts to write even on the days I 
don’t really feel like it. When I open my journal 
and put words on paper sometimes it’s a little 
rough but when I’m finished I’ll have some-
thing I can use in some aspect of my writing 

life. Prevention really is the best medicine 
when it comes to Writer’s Block for all who 
write, create or just try to deliver their best but 
find themselves hindered from their goal. 

I also have noticed I’ve allowed myself to 
become distracted from my goals. Do you re-
member the movie Batman Returns? It’s the 
one with Danny DeVito as the Penguin. He had 
a goal of seeking revenge on all the kids of rich 
folk because he felt cheated from his birthright 
until Max Shrek (Christopher Walken) steps in 
suggesting he could be Mayor. Go watch the 
movie and realize distractions do happen but it 
is up to you to regain your focus when it does. 

Do what you can to prevent your own ver-
sion of the crippling Writer’s Block but when 
you come face to face with it, then I hope you 
can find what helps you to refocus and get 
back on track.

Writer’s Block

Vic Clevenger
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119 East Main Street
Gouverneur, NY 13642

NICHOLAS F. GARDNER, DDS
FAMILY DENTAL CARE

New Patients
(315) 203-1772

Current  Patients
(315) 287-7900

www.nfgdds.com

Hours:  Monday - Friday    7am - 3pm

Dental Services
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Dental Bridges
• Dental Crowns
• Dental Fillings
• Dental Implants
• Dentures & Partials
• General Dentistry
• Porcelain Veneers
• Teeth Whitening
• Tooth Bonding

Pizza Made From Fresh Homemade Dough
Famous Pizza Rolls  •  Gourmet Pizzas  •  Party Platters  •  Party Sheet Pizzas

Appetizers
Chicken Wings            

Bruschetta             
Caesar Salads

Mozzarella Sticks
Zucchini Sticks
Tossed Salads

Stuffed Pepper Bites
Battered Mushrooms

Antipasto Salads

Italian Specialities
Chicken Dishes
Stuffed Peppers
Stuffed Shells

Spaghetti
Fettuccini
Baked Ziti

Veal Entrees
Manicotti
Lasagna

Italian Lover’s Delight
Ravioli w/Meat or Cheese

Eggplant Parmigiana

31-33 MAIN STREET, CANTON, NY
OPEN DAILY AT 4PM

FULL BAR
386-4581

FREE FAST DELIVERY

THE SERGI FAMILY THANKS YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS.
ESTABLISHED BY SAVERIO & MARIA SERGI IN 1966

Let us put together your next special event!
Sit down or Buffet Style

Weddings  •  Rehearsal Dinners  •  Showers  •  Conferences  •  Seminars  •  Private Parties
For Reservations call: 386-4581

SERGI’S BANQUET
HALL
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5218 PATRICK ROAD
                                                         
VERONA, NY 13478

UPCOMING 
SHOWS

TURNING STONE BOX OFFICE:
315.361.7469 | TICKETMASTER.COM
TICKETS ARE NONREFUNDABLE

 ROOM & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE

One Night In Memphis
THE #1 TRIBUTE TO PRESLEY, 
PERKINS, LEWIS AND CASH
AUGUST 26 • 7PM  

 

Michael Bolton
GRAMMY® AWARD WINNER

AUGUST 29 • 8PM 

 

Molly Hatchet
AUGUST 30 • 8PM  

 

Ken Jeong
COMEDIAN

AUGUST 31 • 8PM  

  18+

Alison Krauss
SEPTEMBER 9 • 7PM 

  
THE EVENT CENTER 
PRESENTED BY 
BLUEROCK ENERGY

A Tribute To Shania Twain
& Tim McGraw
FEATURING DONNA HUBER 
& ADAM TUCKER

AUGUST 2 • 8PM

Great White & Slaughter
TWO OF 80S ROCK’S 
QUINTESSENTIAL ACTS
TOGETHER IN ONE NIGHT

AUGUST 17 • 8PM 

    

Hollywood’s Greatest
Game Shows
PRESENTED BY BOB EUBANKS

AUGUST 18 • 8PM
18+ TO REGISTER AS A CONTESTANT

Real Diamond
THE PREMIER NEIL DIAMOND
TRIBUTE BAND
AUGUST 25 • 8PM




