The Middle Ground:

By Laws
Article I – Membership

Section 1. Official membership to the organization is open to all SUNY Potsdam SGA fee-paying students.

Article II – Dues

Section 1. There will be no annual dues necessary.
Article III – Membership

Section 1. Membership: As reflected in the Constitution (Article IV), all SGA fee-paying students who wish to join are welcome. The following is a breakdown the positions for The Middle Ground:
A. Probationary Member:
i. A new member that has attended less then three consecutive meetings.

ii. Has no voting privileges.

iii. Can not sit-on any Committee

iv. Can not chair any committee

v. Can not run for any position.

B. Active Membership:
i. A member who attended at least three consecutive meetings.

ii. Has full voting Privileges

iii. Can sit-on any committee.

iv. Can chair appropriate committees

v. Can run for appropriate positions.

C. Inactive Membership:
i. Membership Status Change must be requested in written form to the President.

ii. Membership status change must be voted on and approved by the Membership Committee. 
iii. An Inactive member does not have voting privileges.
iv. An Inactive Member may not sit-on any committee.
v. An Inactive Member may not chair any committee.
vi. An inactive member no longer represents The Middle Ground.
vii. If any member is inactive for more then one semester without approval from the Membership Committee they will terminated from all membership status.

D. Advisor Status:
i. Must be approved by Executive board.

ii. Is asked to attend general meetings and if possible committee meetings but not mandatory.

iii. Has no voting privileges.

iv. Must be SUNY Potsdam faculty or staff.

E. Honorary Member:
i. This position is not a member of the The Middle Ground.

ii. Each applicant must have been a member for at least two (2) years. Appeals of this rule may be made to the Membership Committee.

iii. Must have made a significant contribution to The Middle Ground, The Campus, or the Environment.

iv. All eligible applicants will be brought before the Membership Committee.

v. Must submit an application at least one week before the last meeting of the semester. Applications are to be submitted to the President. The decision of the Membership Committee regarding Honorary Status will be announced at the last meeting of the semester in which the application was submitted.

F. Alumni Member:
i. This position is not a member of the The Middle Ground.

ii. Must have completed at least one year as an active member in good   standings

iii. Is a graduate of SUNY Potsdam

iv. Each applicant must have been a member for at least one (1) years. Appeals of this rule may be made to the Membership Committee.

v. Must submit an application at least one week before the last meeting of the semester. Applications are to be submitted to the President. The decision of the Membership Committee regarding Alumni Status will be announced at the last meeting of the semester in which the application was submitted.

G. Poor Standing: This will be declared upon a member of The Middle Ground if one or more of the following conditions are met:
i. Failure to complete the necessary requirements as an active member.

ii. Three missed meetings in one semester without a written excuse to the President.
iii. If a member is in poor standing due to missed meetings, then that member must attend two consecutive meetings in order to redeem them-selves.

iv. Members in poor standing have no voting privileges.

v. The Advancement Committee may lift poor standing at any time with a vote of confidence. 
vi. If a member is in poor standing that member has one semester to redeem themselves, or they will be dropped from the membership.

Section 2. Cessation of Membership:

A. Leave of Absence: Any member may be excused from duties and responsibilities for no more then 1 semester unless permission from the president it received during one academic year by submitting notification in the form of a letter to the Vice President and the President. A period of time must be specified in the letter. All members on a leave of absence have inactive member status for the duration of their leave. If they do not return in the next semester following their leave, the member will be dropped from membership. 

B. Resignation: Any member may resign from the Middle Ground by submitting notification in the form of a letter to the Vice President and the President. Upon resignation any person may re-join the organization as if joining for the first time, including starting at entry-level position.
Article IV - Elections
Section 1. Nominations for Elections
1. The member being nominated must be present to accept the nominations or have sent written documentation accepting the nomination to the meeting in which the nomination was made.

2. At the time of nominations the member must be in acceptable standing.

3. A member in poor standing can not be elected to a position.

Section 2. Voting
A. All voting members present may vote at any meeting.

B. Members in poor standing may not vote.

C. Any members may request an absentee ballot to vote. A request for absentee ballot must be made to the President at least one (1) week prior to the election. 

Article V – Committees

Section 1. Standing Committees
A. Policies and Procedures – The purpose of this committee will be to set forth all governing documents of The Middle Ground, chaired by the Vice-President. Other members include all Executive Officers and open to any members in good standing.

B. Recruitment – The purpose of this committee will be to plan all membership drives, social mixers and other social events. Chaired by the President and open to any members in good standing. 

C. Public Relations:- The purpose of this committee is to be responsible for all public relations coordination including all flyers and advertisements thorough various forms of media. Chaired by the Publicist and open to any members in good standing. 

D. Membership - The purpose of this committee will be to change membership status and promote or demote members as deemed necessary by the committee. All promotions will be reported to the general membership. Chaired by the President. Membership open to Executive board members only. Committee will vote on all promotions or demotions. If a member of the committee is requesting membership status change, they may not sit in that meeting, the committee will elect a member at large to sit in place of them.

E. Website – The purpose of this committee is to designate changes and updates to the website. Chaired by the Webmaster and open to any members in good standing. 

F. Sustainability Committee – The purpose of this committee is to update the members as to the practices of the college in regards to sustainability. Committee members are encouraged to make regular contact with college staff and administration.

Article VI – Advisors

Section 1. Advisors:
The Advisors exists to provide support, ideas and guidance for The Middle Ground. They must be kept abreast of happenings within the organization. It is very important that they support the organization without dictating organizational policy, or altering the goals of the organization. 
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